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DATES TO REMEMBER
by Maziko Chimbayo

Oct. 5   –  Count Day 
Oct. 6 –  Open House, Baylor and BTC
               6:00 – 7:30 PM
Oct. 12 –  Picture Day
Oct. 17-21 SPIRIT WEEK!!!
Oct. 21 – Half Day of School, AM only
Oct. 21 – BTC Fall Formal, 6:30 PM
                Park Place Catering, Dearborn

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
by Aaron Grove

Breast cancer is the second most common cancer in
women. About 1 in 8 American women get breast 
cancer. The good part is that lots of women are 
surviving the disease if it's found and treated early. 
A screening test can help find breast cancer early, 
when it's easier to treat. Breast cancer awareness is 
a chance for people to understand the importance 
of early detection of breast cancer. That sure makes
a difference! It's about mammograms, and 
encouraging communities, families, friends and 
individuals. We need to stop cancer, period!
Mrs. Suchy-Kuclo’s class will have pink ribbons 
every Friday in October to support everybody who 
has had the disease and we will fight cancer!

by BTC Room 1
 

After reading in News to You about 9/11, our 
class decided to make a flag.  We asked students 
to add to our flag by putting their hand prints on 
as red stripes. First, students dipped their hands 
in paint and then they pressed their hands against 
the flag.  We hope to be able to keep 
this flag flying for Election and Veterans’ Days in
November. 

BASA Blog

School is back in full swing and the days of 
summer are fading fast. Thanks to our Autos for 
Autism fundraiser we have $16,000 to spend on 
our Burger students and programs. They couldn't 
have done it without the teachers and staff who 
volunteered to set up, sell tickets, man the kids 
table, cook and break it all down. Thank you also 
to the administration who helped us move it to 
the new location. It was a hit with the car 
enthusiast. BASA is looking into having some of 
our meetings in the afternoon for parents that 
have no care for their children.
We invite you stop at our table at Open House to 
meet us and share your ideas, concerns or 
questions. 
Hope to see you there!
BASA

Help Wanted – Aramark Food Services is 
looking for lunch workers to assist with lunch 
service at Garden City Schools elementary 
buildings.  Visit their website for further details.
http://www.aramark.com/careers



Welcome back to school, everyone!  Your 
Occupational Therapy Department at Burger
Baylor is excited to be kicking off the year 
right.  Time is already flying!  We can’t wait
to see all of the shining star moments we 
will have this year.

October is not only a month of spooky 
Halloween festivities, but it is also National 
Sensory Awareness Month.  To help you and
your families have a healthy, safe, happy, 
and “sensory-friendly” Halloween, here are 
some tips to help you make it through this 
spooky holiday without overwhelming your 
student.

• Practice, Practice, Practice: 
Children with autism or sensory 
processing challenges do their best when
they know what to expect.  Explain what
will happen Halloween day and night to 
prepare them for what is to come.  You 
can even practice putting on their 
costume ahead of time and doing a 
“practice run”.  If you have family or 
friends in the neighborhood, let your 
child practice at their house.

• Plan a schedule:  Since children 
with autism like to know what to expect,
why not make a schedule for your 
Halloween plans?  Using pictures in 
your schedule will help your visual 
learner process what is going to happen.
 It can help you transition between 
activities and let your child plan for their
day.

• Find appropriate treats: Some 
children have food sensitivities, 
aversions, allergies, or special diets.  It’s
comforting to know that your child can 
celebrate Halloween with appropriate 

treats.  Let friends and family know a 
few different types of treats that your 
child can and will enjoy.  Be specific.
 It’s also always ok to suggest small toys
in lieu of treats.  If you plan to visit 
houses that you’re not familiar with, 
carry a back-up stash of goodies that can
be substituted if needed!  You’ll feel 
better knowing that your child can 
thoroughly enjoy their night without 
sacrificing their special diet.

• House decorations:  Creepy, 
spooky Halloween decorations 
frequently can overwhelm sensory 
systems and make the home feel chaotic.
 Try choosing a few decorations to put 
up, but not overload your home space.
 Pick ones without strobe lights, loud 
noises, or overbearing smells.  Even 
small adjustments to home arrangements
can throw children off.  By keeping it 
simple, you and your child will enjoy a 
low-stress Halloween in a comfortable, 
safe environment for everyone.

• Costume choices: Allow your child 
to have some  input on what they get to 
wear.  Costumes can be itchy, too hot, or
too cold.  Try picking something that 
can easily be removed, if wearing the 
costume becomes overwhelming.  It’s 
totally ok to not wear a costume at all!
 Wearing a silly shirt or hat can be just 
as fun!  Just be sure to let your child 
know that it’s alright to not wear a 
costume and that some people choose 
not to dress up.

• Know your options:  Halloween 
trick-or-treating may be too much for 
some children.  Another way  you and 
your child can still enjoy the Halloween 
spirit is to hand out candy at your house!
 Practice opening the door and handing 
out treats so your child can feel 
comfortable distributing Halloween 
treats.  Quality over quantity:  Choose 
familiar homes and start your trick-or-
treating early.  Know when it’s time to 



call it a night to prevent stressful 
meltdowns.  Give your child the option 
to take a break.  Whether you return 
home for recovery time, or have a safe 
space in your car, it can be beneficial to 
everyone to take a recharge break and 
return to trick-or-treating when 
everyone’s ready.

However you celebrate Halloween this year, 
take time to appreciate your fun times as a 
family.  Enjoy your treats, and try to avoid 
tricks!  We are so excited to see everyone’s 
costumes and silly shirts!  If you plan ahead,
take extra time to keep your child in the 
loop, and involve them with the planning 
process, you’ll be sure to have a great 
Halloween experience.

Have a great Halloween!

Your Ghoulish, Ghastly Neighborhood OTs

Pamela Brown, OTRL, Raj Singh, DOTL

Meredith Nackley, MOT, OTRL

So, how was your summer?

My Summer Vacation
by Joseph Wirick

I had a really fun summer vacation with my 
family. On the 4th of July, we went on a 
really long drive to an Amish community to 
adopt a cute little puppy. He is a shichon 
mix named Jonah, and we got to take really 
good care of him. 
I've been helping my Mom with cleaning up 
the upstairs and downstairs. We didn't get in 
the pool a lot because there have been so 
many days where it was too hot, but we did 

have fun in the pool on some days when the 
weather was perfect.
I had a really nice birthday party with my 
family and I got to have some cake and 
some really cool gifts. I also got to cook a 
lot of different lunches for myself, and I was
able to help with cooking and preparing 
dinners for my family. Some of our friends 
and family came over so I got to visit with 
them. It was such a great summer vacation 
that I will never forget.

My Summer
by Nathan Belisle

I had a good summer. I have read a 
book called “The Dead & The Gone”. 
The book was about a boy named Alex 
Morales, who worked in a pizza place in 
New York City. While at work, he saw 
weird things going on, like firetrucks and
ambulances driving on roads at high 
speeds, and cable and electricity going 
out all over the city (a blackout). Alex 
was confused by what was happening. 
Then he heard the horrible news that an
huge asteroid has hit the moon and 
moved it closer towards the earth, 
causing fatal catastrophes, like flooding 
subways, huge smoke clouds blocking 
the sunlight, and causing a plague. Now 
Alex has to keep 2 of his sisters, Julie 
Morales (younger), and Briana Morales 
(older) and himself safe and out of 
danger to stay alive. It was a very good 
book, and I think you might like it, too. 
My Mom and I sometimes go out to 
restaurants on weekends to eat. It was 
cool getting out of the house and going 
out for rides in the car, but going out to 
McDonalds, Burger King, and Dairy 
Queen (which was at the end of 
summer) to eat was very nice, because I
sometimes I like to eat fast food, but 
prefer eating healthy foods.
At the start of summer, I went to 
Sherwood Pond in Belleville for 
swimming and picnics, which even 
though I went there many times before. I
also go in my pool in my backyard that I 
always go in whenever I get bored. I like
swimming in my pool, but the worse part



are the horseflies and wasps that come 
by it. I’m always terrified of horseflies 
and wasps. One time when my old 
friends and I were swimming in the pool,
a horsefly was flying around us. It was 
very scary and crazy. I was trying to 
hurry to get out of the pool, when the 
horsefly landed and bit me on my back. 
It felt like getting poked by a small piece 
of sharp wood. So instead my friends 
and I went inside and played video 
games. Another time my Mom, her 
friends and I went to set up the pool. 
Then we found 3 wasp nests on it. It 
was terrible. While we were trying to get 
rid of them, a close friend of the family 
got stung by a wasp on his hand. Then 
my pit bull got stung on the top of her 
head. But we were able to clear the 
nests to get the pool ready. It was a very
ok summer, I have to say. It was a fun 
time.

“PAPER MARIO: COLOR SPLASH”

by Brandon Davis

Look's like everybody's favorite heroic 

plumber is back. This time, he's going to 

hammer down some color in this super 

exciting Paper Mario game, only for the 

Nintendo Wii U. The game starts on a 

stormy night where Mario and his friends 

receive a letter that shows one of the 

toads lost his color and decided to head 

to Prism Island. There he finds out that 

this once beautiful place was magically 

drained of all of its color. That can't be 

good. It's now up to Mario and his friends

to restore the island back to its former 

state. Lucky for Mario, he’s gotten 

himself a new ally for the job. His name is

Huey, a magical 3D talking paint bucket 

who can help Mario hammer down some 

color and face some tough obstacles along

the way. When dealing with enemies, he 

can also use his magical cards to summon 

some special attacks, such as a Japanese 

cat statue, an electric battery, and more. 

The graphics in the game are so amazing 

in HD. It also features paper folding, 

paint splashing, and a card board-like 

design. It will leave you mind blown. If 

you're a Mario fan and also a Paper Mario 

fan, be sure you get this game, fast. This 

Game will be as colorful as the rainbow. 

Release date: Oct. 7th, 2016.

We have some exciting news regarding 
our recently re-approved Special 
Education Sexuality Health Education 
curriculum at Burger Baylor and Burger 
Transition Center. Parents, you may 
remember that last year we conducted a 
survey asking for your input regarding the 
educational needs of our students in this 
area of their lives.  Many of you 
responded and the overwhelming majority 
supported a range of topics being taught 
which we are implementing in phases 
beginning this fall. 

Phase One includes a program wide 
approach to teaching social boundaries 
including appropriate talk, touch and trust 
in all of our relationships.  We are using 
the CIRCLES Program published by 
James Stanfield to teach these concepts 
during the course of this school year. You 
will receive updates and parent 
information to accompany what we are 
doing with CIRCLES from support teams 
at each building.

Another part of Phase 1 implementation is
the opportunity for you as a parent to learn
more about the entire curriculum by 
viewing the curriculum binder and all 



educational materials on Open House 
night, October 6th, at your student’s 
respective school.  Some of the topics 
taught in this curriculum require parent 
consent, which you will hear more about if 
your student is offered the chance to be 
part of these more specialized classes at 
Burger this school year.
Thank you for your input and support as 
we go forward in implementing this 
curriculum approved by Garden City 
Board of Education in June of 2016.  As 
always, if you have any questions please 
feel free to contact your student's teacher 
or your school social worker.
Thank you!

SOCK-TOBER  
                                   

 by BTC Community Service Group 
 

The Kindness Collection is a new 
program Garden City is implementing 
this school year.  They have designated 
four months throughout the school when 
items will be collected.  Each month has 
a theme or items which will be collected.
The Community Service Class in 
conjunction with all of Garden City 
Schools is sponsoring SOCK-tober! The 
collection starts on Monday, October 

3rd and will run through the end of the 
month. Donated pairs of socks and 
mittens will be divided among the 
schools and the food and clothing pantry
at Burger Transition Center. 
Kindness Collection boxes will be in the 
main office of every school building and
Central Office in the Garden City School
district. 
LETS HELP EACH OTHER WITH A 
SINGLE ACT OF KINDNESS. One act 
of kindness can begin a lifetime of hope.

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year at 
Burger!  We look forward to working with 
you and your children. To help ensure your 
child’s health and safety I would like to share
a few items with you.

HEALTH CONCERNS: Please inform your 
school nurse of any severe allergies, 
surgeries, accidents or new health problems
that occurred during the summer months or 
which may occur during the school year.

ILLNESS/ABSENCES: Please contact the 
school office in the morning if your child is to
be absent and inform them why he/she will 
not be attending school. It is important that 
we do all we can to prevent the spread 
illness in the school environment. 
Throughout the school year, ill students are 
excluded from attending school based on 
District, County, and State school health 
guidelines. With these in mind, we ask that 
you not send your child to school with:

• A fever 100.4º F or higher.  Your 
child should be fever free for 24 
hours before returning to school 
(without using a fever-reducing 
medication).

• A consistent runny nose or thick 
drainage.

• White or yellow drainage from the 
eye, crusty eyes, and/or redness of 
the eye

• Frequent cough or other problems 
with normal breathing (wheezing, 
congested).

• A sore throat, especially with fever 
or swollen glands in the neck.

• A rash that is associated with fever 
or severe itching.

• Vomiting--your child should be 
free of vomiting for 24 hours 
before returning to school.

• Diarrhea-- A child who has two 
diarrhea episodes at school must be
sent home and unable to return until
the diarrhea has resolved.  Some 
diarrhea may be related to bacterial 
or viral germs.  



• Unusual tiredness, lack of appetite, 
body aches, pale skin color.

• If your health care provider has 
prescribed antibiotics, your child 
needs to remain at home for at least
24 hours after starting antibiotics.

• Notify the school nurse of any 
infectious or contagious disease 
that can infect other children 
such as chicken pox, influenza, 
strep throat or gastroenteritis.  

We hope this information is helpful to you 
when you are unsure about whether or not 
to send your child to school.  Please feel 
free to contact the Burger Nurses for any 
questions.  We hope you have a safe and 
healthy school year.

Deana Makled, RN
Burger Baylor

Laurie Galia, RN
Burger Transition

Celebrating 130 years of 
the Statue of Liberty

by Branson Bellamy

    It’s been 130 years since the Statue of 
Liberty made its debut to America. The statue 
of Liberty was a gift from the French people 
commemorating the alliance of France and the 
United States during the American Revolution.
 About 4 million visitors from all over the 
world travel to New York Harbor in New York
City to pay tribute to the Statue of Liberty. In 
1886, Edouard de Laboulaye, a French 
political thinker, U.S. Constitutional expert, 
and abolitionist, proposed that a monument be 
built as a gift from France to the United States 
in order to commemorate the perseverance of 
freedom and democracy in the United States 
and to honor the work of the late president 
Abraham Lincoln. 

Here are a few interesting facts about Lady 
Liberty. The original name chosen for the 
Statue of Liberty was Liberty Enlightening 
the world.  Official dedication ceremonies for 
the statue were held Thursday, October 28th, 
1886, where president Grover Cleveland 
accepted the statue on behalf of the United 
States.  It wasn’t until 1924 when the statue 
was designated as a national monument, and 
then restored for her centennial on July 4th, 
1986.  When the statue was first dedicated in 
1886, it was the tallest structure in all of New 
York.  From the torch down, the Statue of 
Liberty is an interesting monument.  Over the 
course of the years on planet Earth, I predict 
there are several things that archeologists have
yet to unravel about the history of the Statue of
Liberty.The Statue of Liberty measures 305 
feet 1 inch from the ground to the tip of the 
flame, which is as tall as a 22-story building.
 The seven rays of the statue's crown represent
the seven seas and continents of the world.
 The French ship ‘’Isere’’ transported all 300 
copper pieces packed in 214 crates. Even 
though the ship nearly sank due to rough seas, 
it arrived safely in New York in 1885.All in 
all, the statue is a celebratory part of american 
history that deserves recognition. Especially 
considering the fact the statue went through a 
lot in the process of being constructed.  If you 
are ever in the Harbor area, consider climbing 
all 354 steps to the top.

From the Speech Department
As the new school year begins, we would like 
to carry over the use of the Core Vocabulary 
boards here at BTC that are being used at 
Burger Baylor; which is a Wayne County 

initiative that Cathy Snyder (Speech-Language
Pathologist at Baylor), has been part of, and 
speech staff has received training on at Wayne-
RESA. These Core Vocabulary boards include 
commonly used words that are functional and 
useful with our students.  Thanks to our own 
Rebecca Ohtonen (Technology Instructor at 
BTC), these Core Vocabulary boards can be 
downloaded onto any of the school IPads 
through the Go Talk Now app.  Hard copies 
are also available and most can be used in the 
Go Talk Devices (9+ or 20+). These boards 
range from 9 to 36 squares, and a high contrast
board is available for students with visual 
deficits.


